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In the late afternoon of 9 March 1983, we mustered our new students and cast off from 

the dock at Puerto Plata for Expedition 46C to Silver Bank in search of humpback whales. 
The process of entering and leaving port has become routine . . .an hour and a half is 
required to haul in the anchor, wash the clay and mud off the chain, lay it in the anchor 
locker, stow the gangplank, and secure any loose gear before heading out to sea. Our 
passage to Silver Bank during the night was hampered by headwinds from the north and 
lively seas, but we got on soundings by 1000 the following morning. We had a good day 
photographing whale tails before dropping anchor 1.25 miles south of the shipwreck 
POLYXENI at 1630. The whale density had obviously diminished since two weeks ago, and 
those that remained were found in groups. 


On 11 March the weather was very unstable and overcast for much of the day so we stayed 
at anchor. The main activity was to launch the Avon and sound several coral heads that 
appeared ominously to the west, north, and east of us. In mid-morning several groups of 
whales swam past us heading generally upwind, or southward. On 12 March the wind came 
around west at 20 knots so we picked up anchor and moved away from the reef to search for 
whales and find better anchorage. Both plans were frustrated by ten foot swells with 
whitecaps, and we ended the day anchoring not far from where we had started. The next 
day the skies cleared and the wind swung around northwest and diminished to 10 knots, 
creating good conditions for pursuing whales and seeing coral heads. We didn't find many 
whales, but we did find and chart five new coral heads. With the shipwreck POLYXENI as 
reference, we are now able to construct an accurate chart of the Northwest sector of 
Silver Bank. 


By 14 March the wind had swung all the way around to east again in the clockwise pattern 
so typical of this region. The skies were extremely overcast, and the following day rain 
arrived so we did not get around to look for whales or coral heads. As we tossed at 
anchor in the early evening of 15 March we saw a small light flashing to windward where 
no vessel should have been. We presumed it was a small vessel in some distress, and 
launched the Avon to offer assistance. At 2030 we picked up three survivors from the 
motor vessel BAY TRADER that had struck a coral head and sank 16 hours earlier on the 
north edge of Silver Bank. The castaways were in good health and good spirits, in spite 
of their perilous journey aboard five 55 gallon fuel drums which they had lashed together 
and sailed with a rig made of a blanket sewn to two plastic oars. As the wind came 
around south and blew strong through the night it became increasingly obvious that we had 
shortened what would have been a perhaps endless voyage for them in the vast Bermuda 
Triangle of the North Atlantic Ocean. 


On 16 March we returned to Puerto Plata to land our castaways and our students and 
prepare for our next passage to Newport via the Bahamas Island. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Evan Logan 


Ken Balcomb 
ORV REGINA MARIS 


SEARCHLIGHT Vol. 8 No. 8 Hogsty Reef 25 March 1983 


It was late afternoon as we checked out of Puerto Plata for the last time this season, 
amid hearty good-bys from friends and officials on shore. REGINA should be a welcome 
visitor here next year. On the passage to Silver Bank we encountered fresh northerlies 
which delayed our arrival on the Bank the next day until there was barely enough light 
to find an anchorage. However, the following morning presented an unusual sight. The 
water had changed from its usual deep blue to pale turquoise and water clarity was 
excellent. The few whales remaining on the Bank could be sighted easily in these 
weather conditions. Most of those we saw during our remaining time on the Bank were in 
cow-calf-escort groups. In the late afternoon, after a long day watching and photo- 
photographing these groups, we anchored near the wreck to provide Perran Ross, our staff 
scientist, and students with a good look at the reef. 


* 
Our last day on the Bank this season was highlighted by-a very curious humpback who 
circled closely around our ship for nearly an hour, allowing some of the students and 
crew to swim with him. When he left we moved off the Bank for the afternoon to enable 
the students to practice rigging the gear for taking ocean station samplings. 


It was a pleasant two-day sail to Great Inagua where we arrived at Matthew Town with 

the rising sun. There we checked into the Bahamas and gave everyone a look around the 
small, but pleasant village. Unlike on the Turks and Caicos Islands, Great Inagua's salt 
industry continues providing the islanders with steady work and a viable economy presided 
over by the Morton Salt Company and free of the pressures of tourism. The island is 
friendly, peaceful, and remote--a leftover from the way the Bahamas were 40 years ago. 


That evening at midnight, two hours before our planned departure, we heard a distress 
call on Channel 16. A trimaran with two people on board had gone hard aground on a 
reef and was breaking up. We immediately notified officials on shore who felt nothing 
could be done until morning. So we weighed anchor and proceeded to their assistance. 
Two hours before daylight we arrived near the grounded trimaran and sent our shore boat 
in to pick up the two American men and their personal belongings. We waited until dawn 
to salvage whatever gear the yachtsmen wanted to take off and then returned to Matthew 
Town to land our castaways. Later that evening, after the excitement had quieted, we 
proceeded, bound for Hogsty Reef. 


We have been anchored here for the past two days, studying the marine ecology of this 
beautiful spot--surely one of the most remote and unspoiled in the whole Bahamas chain. 
Tomorrow when our study is finished we will weigh anchor again and set sail for Cat 
Island. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Evan Logan 
ORV REGINA MARIS 


* * * ANNUAL MEETING and DAY SAIL * * * 
21 May 1983 


See last SEARCHLIGHT (Vol. 8 nos. 5 and 6) for DAY SAIL details and registration 
form, or call the office for information. 


All members will receive an invitation with details on the ANNUAL MEETING and PARTY, 
also to be held on 21 May. 


Nonprofit Org. 
The Ocean Research and Education Society, Inc. U.S. eens 
19 Harbor Loop PAID 


Gloucester, MA 01930 


Gloucester, MA 
Permit No. 16 
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